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Editor’s Introduction 

Despite not being known for its teaching of Music, Lincoln School has produced some 

remarkable musicians over the years. This success may be attributed largely to the 

influence of the Lincoln Cathedral choir, and the quality of many private music teachers in 

Lincoln. 



Perhaps the lead was given by William Byrd, arguably Britain’s greatest composer, who 

was organist and choirmaster for ten years at Lincoln Cathedral in the second half of the 

sixteenth century, and who was most probably involved in the teaching of Music at Lincoln 

Grammar School.  More recently, former pupils of Lincoln School have included Sir Neville 

Marriner, Steve Race, Dennis Townhill, Graham Garton and Graham Patman (see 

Occasional Paper 25 from the Garton Archive). A rich legacy indeed! 

Thus, I was delighted when I discovered that Denis Coates and his sister, Christine, were 

writing an article on another Lincoln School musician, Gilbert Vinter. Although he attended 

Lincoln School for only one year, Gilbert also received his musical education at the hands 

of the Lincoln Cathedral organist and choirmaster and, as the article indicates, rose to be 

Head Chorister. 

 

Gilbert Vinter 

Gilbert Vinter, who attended the Cathedral Choir School and Lincoln School, was a talented 

orchestral player, conductor and composer who is worthy of being added to the ranks of 

Old Lincolnian musicians.  He studied bassoon at the Royal Academy of Music, and later 

becoming a Professor and Fellow of the Academy. 

Gilbert was born in 1909 to Arthur and Harriet Emily Vinter of 12 Walnut Place, Lincoln, in a 

terraced house built to accommodate workers at nearby iron foundries. Harriet was a 

milliner and Arthur an iron moulder at one of those foundries. 

After being a Cathedral Chorister (he rose to be Head Chorister) and finishing his 

schooling, Gilbert joined the 1st Battalion of the Lincolnshire Regiment in 1925, intending to 

become a bandmaster.  After two years studying bassoon and cello at the Academy of 

British Military Music he won an Army scholarship, which took him to the Royal Academy of 

Music from 1927 to 1930 to study bassoon and composition. He became Professor 

(bassoon) in 1938 and a Fellow of the Academy.  Soon after the outbreak of war he joined 

the RAF and was appointed Bandmaster, Flying Training Command. 

His time at the Academy of Music probably overlapped with that of Steve Race (1937 – 

1941).  This is not the only link between them as both were associated with St Catherine’s 

Methodist Church in Lincoln. The church organist for many years, Mr H M Rees, in an 

article for The Lincolnshire Echo, listed a succession of people associated with the church 

who had made their mark in the world of music. The list included both Steve Race and 

Gilbert Vinter. In his autobiography, Steve Race recounted that “old Mr Vinter” (Gilbert’s 

father) was the sole representative of the choir’s bass line. Since there was music in the 

family it may be natural that young Gilbert also became a chorister. 

He began his professional career in 1930 as a bassoonist and occasional soloist with the 

BBC Wireless Military Band. This ensemble played his first composition for brass band to 

be broadcast on BBC radio. It went to air on the evening of 28 June 1935, with his proud 



parents listening at home. The composition was called Lincoln Green, a suite in three 

movements: 

1 The Archers (Alla Marcia). 

2 The Greenwood (Pastorale). 

3 The Clothyard Shaft (Scherzo). 

His career as conductor, player and composer was diverse. During WW2 he conducted the 

Band of RAF Coastal Command, played in the Central Band of the RAF and later led 

several other RAF bands. On several occasions he played the bassoon in the London 

Philharmonic Orchestra. He was the first Principal Conductor of the BBC Concert Orchestra 

(1952 -1953) and conductor of the BBC Midland Light Orchestra (1946 -1955). He 

conducted that orchestra in their recording of Barwick Green by Arthur Wood, which 

introduced the daily events at Ambridge in the apparently never-ending agricultural soap 

opera, The Archers. 

There are only a few clues about Gilbert’s personality. The first is in a BBC Radio Who’s 

Who published in 1947. This ends with the two words, ‘Hobby:  Music.’  The second comes 

from the ’Masters of Melody’ website, where members of the BBC Midland Light Orchestra 

describe their conductor. He was well liked, although regarded as rather formal and 

perhaps a trifle staid. One described him as a ‘traditional English Gentleman’. The 

consensus was that he was generally calm and courteous but could become a little prickly 

at full Moon. The players would consult their calendars to predict his mood at rehearsals!  A 

heavy paraphrase of the Bard might be, The fault lies not in the phase of the Moon, but in 

ourselves that we play wrong notes.’ 

In 1955, Gilbert changed course and took up freelance work in London. He had already 

moved house to London in 1953 from Shipston-on-Stour in the Cotswolds, ten miles south 

of Stratford-upon-Avon, because more and more of his work was based in the capital. 

The house in Shipston is described in the sale advertisement as being on 1.8 acres, with a 

barn, a grassed orchard and a long river frontage. An article in The Birmingham Daily 

Gazette at this time revealed something about his interests. It reported that when Gilbert, 

his wife and three children left the house, he would have mixed feelings; he would miss his 

fishing and living “out in the wilds”. However, he had one regret when he had first moved 

there; the soil had too much clay for lizards and slow-worms, so he had had to give up his 

vivarium.   

In 1956, after Gilbert went freelance, his work Hunter’s Moon for solo French Horn was 

published. It was written for the virtuoso horn player Dennis Brain, and is one of Gilbert’s 

best known compositions. Later, he established the British Concert Band, the International 

Players and the International Light Orchestra in London. He continued to compose and 

conduct, mainly music for film, including cartoons, and for television productions.   

He also kept up his adjudicating at Brass Band competitions. He was adjudicator at the 

British Open Championships at Belle Vue, Manchester in 1969 where his composition 



Spectrum was the test piece. Half way through the contest, however, he was forced to 

withdraw because of ill health. He returned to his home at St Mabyn, Trethevy, Tintagel, 

Cornwall, where he died on 10 October 1969, probably of a smoking-related illness.  

 

About the Authors 

Denis Coates was at Nottingham University from 1954 to early 1961, where he acquired a 

BSc in Physics and a PhD in cosmic-ray Physics. Leisure time was spent playing chess, 

walking in the Peak District, cycling in the British Isles and Europe as far as Cologne, and 

hiking on the South Downs and in the south west of Norway. 

In 1961 he took up a position in the Physics Department at the brand new Monash 

University in Melbourne, Australia, where he worked full-time until 1996 and part-time until 

2007. His research interest was observational optical Astronomy, working with an academic 

colleague and a succession of Honours and Graduate students. Together, he made 

preliminary measurements at a small observatory they established nearby, and more 

complex observations at Mount Stromlo Observatory in Canberra and Siding Spring 

Observatory in New South Wales.  

Denis wrote that on moonless nights the sky at Siding Spring is unforgettably beautiful. How 

much we miss in our over-lit towns and cities?  

Currently Denis is working intermittently on a memoir, scanning family photographs (over 

4000 so far), solving cryptic crosswords as a member of the Australian Crossword Club, 

and playing back-yard cricket with his 10 year-old grandson. 

Christine Rossington, née Coates, attended Lincoln Christ’s Hospital Girls’ High School 

between 1956 and 1963 at the time when Miss Cleave was the headmistress and Miss 

Oyler was the art teacher. 

After working as a ‘Saturday girl’ at Lincoln Central Library while she was in the Sixth Form, 

she was offered a full time post in the library service and worked in various departments 

and branches.  After qualification as a Chartered Librarian, she was appointed Hospital 

Librarian, based at Lincoln County Hospital and responsible for library services to medical 

staff and patients at Lincoln County Hospital and St George’s Hospital. She left this position 

in 1975 to have the first of her two daughters.  After a few years looking after the family, she 

re-joined the Lincolnshire Library service on a relief and part-time basis, finally working full-

time at the Headquarters, Library Support Services, where she worked in the Music and 

Drama Library alongside the Brayford Pool, and also dealt with inter-library loans for 

libraries throughout the county. 

She knew nothing about Gilbert Vinter until her brother Denis mentioned him, but she has 

enjoyed researching his life and career, which fitted in well with her main interest in family 

history. 



 

References 

St Catherine’s: Musician at Large.  Steve Race.  Chapter 2.  

   H M Rees in The Lincolnshire Echo, 7/12/1942.  

Parents listen to first piece on radio:  The Lincolnshire Echo, 29/6/1935 

BBC Radio Who’s Who: 

https://archive.org/stream/radiowhoswho00andr/radiowhoswho00andr_djvu.txt 

Comments on their conductor: http://www.mastersofmelody.co.uk/bbcmlo.htm 

Sale advertisement for house in Shipston-on-Stour: The Leamington Spa Courier. 

17/4/1953. 

One regret on moving to Shenston-on-Stour: The Birmingham Gazette, 23/1/1950. 

Thoughts on leaving Shipston-on-Stour: The Birmingham Daily Gazette, 30/4/1953. 

Obituaries. 

The Birmingham Daily Post, 11/10/1969.  

http://www.musicweb-international.com/classrev/2009/May09/Vinter_doycd256.htm 

(Note that the place of birth is incorrect in this obituary, which appears otherwise sound.) 

https://archive.org/stream/radiowhoswho00andr/radiowhoswho00andr_djvu.txt
http://www.mastersofmelody.co.uk/bbcmlo.htm
http://www.musicweb-international.com/classrev/2009/May09/Vinter_doycd256.htm

