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It is with great sadness that I have to report that Professor Charles Garton has died 
peacefully on the 5th July 2019 in Ann Arbor, Michigan, USA, following a long illness. 
 
The Lincoln School Admission Register shows that Charles was born on the 13th 
August 1926, and that his father, J C Garton, was a journalist. Having attended 
Bracebridge Junior School, he was admitted to Lincoln School in September 1937. 
He took his School Certificate in 1941, and the Higher School Certificate in 1943.  
 
Charles Garton was a distinguished pupil at Lincoln School from 1937 to 1944. He 
was described by Mr GW Franklin, Headmaster of the School, in a letter to King’s 
College, Cambridge, as ‘...quite definitely the best brain I have met during six years 
of headmastering.’ Charles was a Christ’s Hospital Exhibitioner in 1937, a school 
prefect and sixth form librarian in 1943-4, and Captain of the School in 1944. After 
serving in the Royal Navy, where he worked in Intelligence, he entered King’s 
College, Cambridge on a Scholarship, and graduated in 1949 with a First Class 
Honours degree in Classics, with a double distinction in Greek and Latin verse 
composition, and several other scholarship awards, including the prestigious Porson 
Prize for Greek verse composition. After Cambridge, he pursued postgraduate 
studies in Greek Tragedy at the Universities of Basle and Rome. He was awarded 
his MA (Hons) (Cantab) in 1953. 
 



 
 

Lincoln School Prefects 1943 
Charles is second from the right on the back row 

 
 

A search in the Prefects’ Detention Book has revealed that Charles was apparently 
somewhat more tolerant than some of his fellow guardians of discipline, both as a 
prefect and as School Captain. Perhaps it was because he was more respected, and 
knew when to turn a blind eye. Certainly in my time some prefects had a tendency to 
be more autocratic and punitive than others. The records also show that Charles had 
a sense of humour, indicated by the reasons given for putting pupils into detention. 
Those included, ‘Tweaking my ear incessantly’; ‘Offensively pointing out that I was 
not wearing a cap’; ‘Chasing me round the school’; ‘Making an impudent gesture’; 
‘Untimely eloquence’; and ‘Skirmishing in corridor’! On one occasion, he lapsed into 
Latin, giving a hint of where his future career lay; ‘Ibant obscuri’. Its meaning in the 
context is somewhat ‘obscure’, but it probably refers to boys who had ‘gone into 
hiding’. I believe it might be a reference to a well-known quotation from Vergil’s 
Aeneid 
 
Charles began his teaching career in 1951 as Assistant Lecturer in Classics at the 
University of Hull, and in 1953 was appointed Lecturer in Classics at the University of 
Durham Northern Division, which later became the University of Newcastle upon 
Tyne. In 1965 Charles migrated to the USA, taking up a post as Visiting Associate 
Professor in Classical Studies at the State University of New York at Buffalo. He was 
invited to stay on, was offered tenure, and gained full Professorship in 1972. He 
remained in post until his retirement in 1991. 
 
During his long and distinguished career Charles was active on many committees 
and examining bodies, and a member of many societies. He read Papers to learned 
bodies in the UK and the USA, some of which were later published. His other 
published work included several books, poems, articles, reviews and monographs, 
and he was also in demand as a translator and editor. He was one of the founding 
editors of Arethusa, and its first editor-in chief. One of his major publications is 



Personal Aspects of the Roman Theatre, published in 1972 by Hakkert, Toronto in 
which he recalls his studies in poetry when he was a pupil at Lincoln School in the 
early 1940s. Several of his poems are published in The Lincolnian Magazine of 
which he was the editor for a while.  
 
In his Curriculum Vitae, Charles’ recreations are listed as literature, local and 
educational history, family history and genealogy, and study of people. This brief 
summary scarcely does justice to one of his life-long pastimes, which has been to 
study, record and classify the long and complex history of Lincoln School.  
 
One of the most fascinating rooms at Lincoln Christ’s Hospital School (LCHS) is the 
Garton Archive, named after Charles, who contributed a considerable amount of his 
own money towards its construction. This elegant and spacious room contains 
archive material from each of the four schools that amalgamated in 1974 to form 
LCHS; Lincoln School, Lincoln Christ’s Hospital School for Girls, Myle Cross 
Secondary School for Girls and St Giles Secondary Boys’ School. It was officially 
opened on 13th December 2004, and its opening is recorded in Occasional Paper 33 
from the Garton Archive. 
 
Charles spent four decades collecting a variety of documents, photographs and 
other materials which relate to the school. The collection included books written by 
alumni and about alumni; old text books and notebooks from former pupils; 
photographs of the school, the staff, pupils and sports teams; school uniforms and 
colours; log books and registers; concerts, plays sports programmes and prize-
givings; minutes of governors’ and other meetings; legal documents; and other 
miscellaneous items. It is a treasure chest of information which provides a window 
on the 900 year history of Lincoln School. In addition to the Garton ex libris 
collection, Charles has also catalogued every member of staff and all the pupils at 
Lincoln School for whom there is information. He has also compiled a Summary 
Honours Board in which the names and accomplishments of former pupils, staff and 
headmasters are celebrated. More recent names include Old Lincolnians Steve 
Race, Sir Neville Marriner and John Hurt. 
 
The archive also contains a collection of Charles’ younger brother Graham’s musical 
compositions. Graham was a distinguished pianist, composer and conductor, who 
attended Lincoln School from 1937-46. 
 
Another striking feature of the Garton Archive has been a collection of 16th century 
leather-bound books, which have now been donated to the Bodleian Library in 
Oxford, where they are in the process of being catalogued and restored as a 
bespoke collection from the Christ’s Hospital Foundation at Lincoln. Had it not been 
for Charles, and his knowledge of the value of those rare books to scholars, that 
priceless collection might well have found its way into a skip. 
 
As I write, plans are being made by Charles’ wife Hilary and the family for his ashes 
to be spread around a tree in the grounds of his beloved Lincoln School, and a 
ceremony will be performed at Lincoln Christ’s Hospital School on 14th September 
2019.  
 



It is with great regret that I have not had the opportunity to meet Charles Garton 
personally, but my work in the archive at his beloved school has given me the strong 
feeling that I have lived in his company for the last eight years. He leaves a 
remarkable and priceless legacy. 
 
The photograph below was sent to me by Charles’ wife, Hilary. It shows Charles 
reading the score of a composition written by his brother, Graham, to mark Charles 
90th birthday. 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
Peter Harrod 

Archivist for the pre-1974 archives at LCHS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


