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DAFFODILS 

 

I’m not sure how Wordsworth would have reacted to Jane Bennett-Powell’s parody 

on his poem below, but I hope that he would have been both amused and 

impressed! It was published as an ‘original contribution’ in the 1970 edition of the 

Lincoln Christ’s Hospital Girls’ High School (LHS) magazine. Jane has informed me 

that she was in the fifth form at the time, and in Miss Linda Richardson’s English 

class. The task set was to write a parody of a poem, and Jane recalls that Miss Richardson 

cautioned her afterwards that the O-level examiners might not appreciate her ‘angry Jane’ 

persona.  

 

I wandered lonely as a cloud 
That floats on high o’er vales and hills 
When all at once I saw a crowd 
Admiring plastic daffodils. 
Beside the stand, beneath the rack, 
If they were mine, I’d throw them back. 

 
Continuous as the soap-flake packs 
That fill our Co-ops every day, 
They stretched in never-ending blocks; 
How long they stretched for, I can’t say. 
Ten thousand saw I at a glance: 
Solid plastic ready to prance. 

 
I saw “on offer” spoons, but they 
Did not compare: the daffs were free. 
A poet should have run away 
From daffodils and gimmickry. 
I stood – and looked – but little thought 
What wealth to Persil they had brought. 

 
For oft when on my bus I sit 
In vacant, not in engaged seat, 
My outward eye with shock they hit, 
Stuck in the bag that’s at my feet. 
‘Tis then that Persil’s pocket fills; 
They’ve no more perishin’ daffodils. 
 
   Jane Bennett-Powell 
   Form V  
 



Jane has written that she is currently enjoying real white narcissi in her garden, and 

she is glad to report that she has not been tempted by commercial giveaways during 

the years since composing the poem! 

An accomplished LHS alumna, Jane was a pupil at the School from 1965 to 1972, 

and after taking a languages degree at Hull University, and beginning her career at 

Radio Sheffield, she won a place on the BBC News Trainee scheme. She then 

worked in the BBC national TV newsroom and on Newsnight. As a producer and 

later a correspondent with Channel 4 News, she covered the fall of Margaret 

Thatcher, war in the former Yugoslavia, and Basque politics. 

For fifteen years Jane combined independent programme-making for BBC World TV, 

freelance reporting and communications training. She now concentrates on 

delivering courses for FTSE business, financial institutions, charities, government 

agencies and the arts, education and medical sectors, in the UK and abroad. 

Jane loves choral singing, and is a product of Miss Rosemary Dove’s choir at LHS. 

She is a keen organiser of reunions and events, and although she claims not to 

understand the game, she is a trustee for a youth cricket charity in Mumbai called 

Project Front Foot. 

It is clear that Jane has been on the ‘front foot’ since being inspired to write that 

parody at LHS all those years ago! 
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